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Honorable Bill Nelson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Nelson i i 

constituent**^ *»<*«« Y«* 

to C r l c? US<i/ ^^^ cc2!i ttS^SAs sas a ina tlona has°EceS referred 

/W 

|,,o F , ° n Janua ^y 3, 1980, the National Science Foundation 
;;" r \ ' an ®g en cy of the Federal Government which promotes 
- T--* of scientific knowledge and encourages research, 
<.jrt_<_d to a request by the Department of Justice to have the 

eo»ltt«o on Assassinations* 



/i rpM ‘ . , vuuiuu.ee on j\s sa s r i nation 

Co wLa . , T e p°f^ Btud icd by the Natio nal Academy of 

-a- itr 3 (W.io) whi.ch _ i 3 a arlyatg org an ization co^nr.J r, T 
some of the world's most respected scientists. The NAS 

12 1930 P °fJ dUC 10 J * nuar y 1981 » according to an August 

its contact wi^h P KAQ° Sa i* , H 1 ® De P a rtment intends to minimize 
Mno u L v hAS and w111 n °t risk exerting pressure on 
terirTn*£ h cou } d ,^ e misinterpreted as an endeavj^to prematurely 
terminate or influence the NAS Committee's work. Accordingly 
vhf ^P^tmcnt is not prepared to accept resnonsibility for 
thIu t h R ^ 11 K CS ° ° f tMS inde P cnd<? nt organization's performance 

2£h«,r«. W r ^V eStCd that NSF ^pervise NAS compliance 
with the terms of its proposal. F 

„ . , .. , The , final revlew of the results of the Department's 

invirM 7 tJie John F : Kennedy matter, as well as other 
„-r^^! tl0r - S . CUr r : n , tly nnde 1- rQ yiew . should he expected 
T' il u Ut> 05 ti ‘? completion of the NAS report to 
Congress. We have arranged for the Department to receive a 
?^ Y , 1 < ? f f that P'P° rt directly from NAS to facilitate an 
immediate review. it would be inadvisable to attempt to 
or^te any final conclusions or proposals in the John F 
Kennedy matter prior to the release of the NAS rennrt, since 
the only indication of a conspiracy is the FSCA expert 
opinion regarding the acoustical evidence. That evidence 
is, of course, the object of the NAS review. 
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I hope this information will he of 
ponding to your constituent. 



ass j stance 



in 



Sincerely, 

Philip B. Heymann 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

BY: 

Philip t. White 

Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
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